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1358 August 14, 1903 

Immune certificates from Mexico abolished. 

Assistant Surgeon Trotter reports, August 3, as follows: Confirm- 
ing my cablegram of this date, "'Dr. Finlay has abolished immune 
certificates from Mexican ports," I have the honor to report that no 
more immune certificates will be issued to passengers bound from 
Mexican ports to Cuba, Dr. Finlay having abolished this practice. 
On arrival of vessels at this port the boarding officer may, on his own 
responsibility, allow those persons to land whom he knows are immunes 
to yellow fever. A record will be taken in each case hy him and sent 
to the superior sanitary board for tile. 

Dr. Finlay has established an immune bureau of the sanitary depart- 
ment, where records of immunity will be kept and certificates may be 
obtained by immune passengers desiring to go to Mexico and return. 
Since the case of the nonimmune passenger who landed from the 
Viyilancia on the 7th of July on a false immune certificate the Cuban 
authorities have been exceedingly watchful. With the abolishment 
of the certiticates from Mexico there is almost no possibility of a 
nonimmune entering Cuba from Mexico within five days. The board- 
ing officers are not likely to pass airy persons except those positively 
known to be immune, for it is done on their own responsibilhVy, and a 
mistake means the loss of their positions. 

Report from Matanzas — Mortality statistics. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon von Ezdorf reports, August 3, as follows: 
During the week ended August 1, 1903, four bills of health were issued 
to vessels prior to sailing for ports in the United States. 

Fourteen deaths were reported in this city for the period covered by 
this report, making an annual rate of mortality for the week of 15.16 
per 1,000. 

The causes of death reported were as follows: Pellagra 1, tubercu- 
losis 6, cancer 1, meningitis 1, enteritis 1, eclampsia 1, pemphigus 1, 
fracture (vertebral) 1, senile debility 1. 

No quarantinable disease was reported in this district. 

Report from Santiago — Inspection of vessels — Mortality statistics — 
Water supply inadequate. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, July 28, as follows: Week 
ended July 25, 1903. Bills of health issued to four vessels bound for 
the United States and Porto Rico. 

No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

A fire that broke out at midnight one day last week brought out the 
fact that the water is turned off from the lower part of the city at 
night, so that it will supply the higher parts. This proves that the 
quantity of water at present is inadequate. 



